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Bakery holds pandemic-delayed
blessing for new owners
Maui Bread Company Store and Bake Shop offers
local delicacies, German bread in Kihei
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Maui Bread Company owners Christine and Steve Lange present a pretzel lei to Maui Chamber of
Commerce President Pamela Tumpap during Friday morning’s blessing ceremony for the
company’s store and bake shop at Dolphin Plaza in Kihei. The German couple with a passion for
artisan breads bought the business just months before the pandemic started. They said after a long
journey and delays due to worldwide circumstances, they were pleased to have the blessing. The
Maui News / MATTHEW THAYER photos

KIHEI – Steve and Christine Lange say many coincidences paved the way
for them to become the owners of the Maui Bread Company Store and
Bake Shop in Kihei.

Christine Lange fell in love with Hawaii while visiting the islands with a
friend in 2018 and 2019. When people heard she was from Germany,
many asked, “Where is your German bread?” Recognizing a need, she
returned home and jokingly told her husband they should open a
German bakery in the islands. Something clicked, however, for Steve
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Lange began researching the idea. With his background in the food
industry, he began to see potential.

The couple spent six weeks in the fall of 2019 vacationing in Hawaii and
visiting nearly every bakery on four islands. Their search for what they
consider to be true German artisan breads came up empty. Crunching the
numbers, the idea of opening a bakery in the 50th state was looking even
better on paper. They just needed to find the right community to join.

They say the biggest coincidence happened on Maui when, by chance,
they booked a rental unit owned by the owners of the Fusion Gourmet
Bread Shop. Not long after, on Dec. 13, 2019, the Langes signed papers to
buy the bakery located at Dolphin Plaza. On Jan. 1, 2020, they became
owners of the renamed Maui Bread Company.

Steve Lange said the bakery’s former owners, Dion Abbott and Iris Lin,
had done such a good job building a product line and customer base they
did not want to abandon the business’ traditions, just add to them. The
bakery now boasts both a master German baker and master Hawaiian
baker. Its menu ranges from lilikoi buns and Hawaiian sweet bread to
round loafs of crusty traditional German rye and big pretzels fresh from
the oven.
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Maui Bread Company Store and Bake Shop staffer Erika Kolist reaches for a loaf of German artisan
bread Saturday morning. The specialties of bread are named for the owners’ children,
grandchildren and for friends, like a rye called Norbert Busch.

Whether it was coincidence, or a cruel twist of fate, COVID-19 changed
the world in their third month of business. The grandparents of five
found their bake shop closed and Maui’s tourism-based economy
grounded. Unfortunately, they were still working their way through
clerical and bureaucratic hurdles that would have helped them better
weather the storm. Consulates closed due to the pandemic and their
request for an investor visa was placed on hold until September. Without
a Social Security number, they were not eligible for personal protective
equipment assistance like other businesses.

The bake shop was closed from March to October, while the bakery
serviced a reduced number of commercial clients.
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“That was a difficult time, but it is something we have been going
through,” Steve Lange said. “We are very happy the island has reopened
and business is starting again. As it is a worldwide issue, we just need
to hang in there and have the patience we have to have.”

Christine Lange said she refused to let the pandemic get her down.

“We were very busy before the pandemic,” she said. “I decided to be
positive. We think positive and keep moving forward.”

Master Hawaiian Baker Chayce Cardenas carries a pan of guava buns to the bake shop Friday.

The owners said the bake shop has seen a steady increase in foot traffic
since reopening. Although tourists are a big part of their customer base,
Christine said there are a number of expats who come in to get a taste of
home.
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“I’m surprised by how many people with German roots there are on this
island,” she said.

To create their line of artisan German breads, the Langes hired Master
German Baker Marina Schablack and brought her to Maui from
Germany. They also added a special German-made oven and other
specialty equipment to the bakery. Schablack said the key to baking tasty
traditional bread is, “having the right ingredients.”

Continuing the bakery’s tradition of Hawaiian-Asian fusion baked goods
is Master Hawaiian Baker Chayce Cardenas, who is a 2018 graduate of
the University of Hawaii Maui College Culinary Arts Program.

The bake shop is open 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. five days a week, closed
Wednesday and Thursday. The Langes said they hope to be open seven
days a week soon.

Maui Bread Company held a blessing ceremony Friday morning to make
its opening official. The blessing was conducted by Kahu Laki
Kaahumanu.

* Matthew Thayer can be reached at thayer@maui.net.

NEWSLETTER
Today's breaking news and more in your inbox

     

SUBSCRIBE

EMAIL ADDRESS

Daily Newsletter Breaking News
I'm interested in (please check all that apply)



17.03.21, 19:32Bakery holds pandemic-delayed blessing for new owners | News, Sports, Jobs - Maui News

Seite 7 von 7https://www.mauinews.com/news/local-news/2021/03/bakery-holds-pandemic-delayed-blessing-for-new-owners/

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CNUhL8OVSYO32B6SmtOUPxqCmyA2Py5DFYKL7q5mTDY7l9oiAHRABIPnFnDBgyZ7Qh-SjpBegAdmFqJICyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgSsAk_QHBcj9TomLApDD3h8LCD8O4N4BJWdXiYEeLiqApKX3paNx5nS7-WRSpzaaSEa30c1x58B4tMtRuA8uR0hptBanLef2gygeDJCNMXFhMGNko5F5S9liO8JtEXWctOuPf8ZxqPTp4HmfHk9THa2ABC9GyCXEE2btfTigWYl0hbJBhPDC5o5WIWX6l8tv7dL5OYFs2S5v0KevBhMdWkKdPkJOOEhcw0T_1LYC7tUw6BHBm0RtSK_6T53nEHApGqdRKtZy6OoBsUUy4-B6gwElauCOiflaRomVpJLwI-hzpcwxdzuwGgZASR2YpvUBtsv2IpUtAjGSf4c3WYb-sOhf4rOfNvfgQ6W_Pd5mi6ZqvxsV7-BQY7uzsdnCWvj17yW81imHFeiUzOC-jlK9cAEkPKM5LsD4AQBoAYCgAeP-tftAagH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAdIICQiA4YBAEAEYHbEJfpvMLj9EAl-ACgOYCwHICwG4DAHYEw0&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASPeRotAw3kkkIEBWcEj0FUZdoRz4CVwLX0t6cRtBpFF7wE8O5wwsVwInwkoYG_5DzHJtJX0OGaf-N9X7370o&sig=AOD64_2kGD2OFSEdMN124IwjrHaDmRVT2g&client=ca-pub-9408732875650338&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://www.ju.st/en-us/stories/better-egg?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI7a7N6I657wIVJBOtBh1GkAnZEAEYASAAEgL-JvD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAUzW1tbW251bGwsWzIxXV0sW251bGwsImh0dHBzOi8vZ29vZ2xlYWRzLmcuZG91YmxlY2xpY2submV0L3BhZ2VhZC9pbnRlcmFjdGlvbi8_-R3FAHaMtQ_dHtWsQyez_QHY3hDUn7fmv46XznWWWyCX69vkY0kgqkEDOIJI1kA0J22fM4IJpNKVrLHlL2X_rsPpyxZQfeKlBiOa751zywlq1b2HpabmgHL-yKetS4-z85PlgjyOchC-TuGWy6wpeScM5guiB2y2tZW1cDUtOAAxzD5-yuJdirr0MIrtV5Rn842bjyR28t8dLD-mrURU6qOdhIa4Qt2F-wKhgIkbnl1Z8rsyMwGVpZjd0r2xgvzFLhbmsY9iQY9xWVWR-k9TdVHHmSAAXQf_2EIsz6M6XpcnMcHrq1KN9Ps1Ica_EjIEqu8Mw5rJyzqGQz,wh5zSSzGuu2O9phZC8qzfQ&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAUzW1tbW251bGwsWzIxXV0sW251bGwsImh0dHBzOi8vZ29vZ2xlYWRzLmcuZG91YmxlY2xpY2submV0L3BhZ2VhZC9pbnRlcmFjdGlvbi8_-R3FAHaMtQ_dHtWsQyez_QHY3hDUn7fmv46XznWWWyCX69vkY0kgqkEDOIJI1kA0J22fM4IJpNKVrLHlL2X_rsPpyxZQfeKlBiOa751zywlq1b2HpabmgHL-yKetS4-z85PlgjyOchC-TuGWy6wpeScM5guiB2y2tZW1cDUtOAAxzD5-yuJdirr0MIrtV5Rn842bjyR28t8dLD-mrURU6qOdhIa4Qt2F-wKhgIkbnl1Z8rsyMwGVpZjd0r2xgvzFLhbmsY9iQY9xWVWR-k9TdVHHmSAAXQf_2EIsz6M6XpcnMcHrq1KN9Ps1Ica_EjIEqu8Mw5rJyzqGQz,wh5zSSzGuu2O9phZC8qzfQ&source=display

